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Animation helps animals

This year’s hit movie Madagascar is expected to bring 
an increasing number of tourists to its namesake 
island, thereby giving the poverty-stricken economy 
a boost and encouraging locals to start conserving 
the area’s pristine tropical rainforests. The popular 

animated film by DreamWorks Studios highlights 
the voices of Ben Stiller the voices of Ben Stiller 

(Meet the FockersMeet the Fockers) and Meet the Fockers) and Meet the Fockers
David Schwimmer (Friends), Friends), Friends

among others, and revolves among others, and revolves 
around the adventures of a around the adventures of a 

group of animals who escape group of animals who escape 
from a New York zoo and end 

up on Madagascar. The world’s 
fourth largest island, the real 

Madagascar is home to tens of 
thousands of unique plant and 

animal species, many of which 
are under threat by slash-and-burn 

farming, logging and hunting. 
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Happiness is…a furry companion

Studies have shown that dogs, cats and other 
animals can do a lot to improve our mental and 
emotional well being. It seems most people agree, 
says the American Pet Products Manufacturers 
Association, which recently issued the results 
of its annual National 
Pets Owners Survey. 
According to those 
polled, here are the top 
four benefits of being 
an animal guardian:

Companionship, love, 
company, affection 

Fun to watch, have 
in households  

Like a child/family 
member   

Relaxation/relieves stress 

97% 90%

78% 73%

74% 60%

60% 62%

It’s a zoo

Many zoos don’t make happy 
homes for wild animals, 
but those accredited by the 
American Zoo and Aquarium 
Association (AZA) have been 
found to provide a valuable role 
in helping people connect with 
nature. A recent opinion poll 
indicated that more than 90% 
of Americans feel that seeing 
animals in zoos helps them 
greater appreciate wildlife, and 
that accredited zoos play a role 
in helping to save endangered 
species. Just as many people 
also agree that a zoo or 
aquarium should be accredited 
by a national association such 
as AZA to ensure the animals 
are properly cared for, with 
adequate facilities and up-to-
date veterinary attention. AZA 
currently has 21 1  accredited 
members in the U.S., Canada, 
Bermuda and Hong Kong. To 
find an accredited zoo near you, 
visit www.aza.org.

Ben Stiller 
and his 
character, Alex.


